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could not lower his tone or abate his splendid anger. But
it is not true to say that Fox had doomed himself or his
party to lifelong impotence by that valiant sincerity. When
Pitt died in 1806 it was not to Windham, the apostle of
Burke, or to Grenville, Pitt's right hand in the tyranny of
1794, or to Addington, the favourite of the Court, that
men looked for the defence of England: it was to Fox,
the leader of that forlorn minority in 1794, The country,
as Romilly said, had already recovered from its delusion
about him, and the poem Wordsworth wrote during Fox's
last illness is a lasting record of the emotions with which
men who had rejected his opinions mourned the loss of a
great power in England. There is little doubt that if Fox
had lived, he would have played the part Pitt had played
in the earlier war; he would have rallied and concentrated
the national resolution and tenacity for the great struggle
with Napoleon, and he would have done it without pro-
scribing freedom abroad, or silencing it at home. Lord
Holland's misplaced admiration for Napoleon, and the
behaviour of certain Whigs during the great war after
Fox's death have made many persons forget that Fox,
anxious as he rightly was for peace in 1806, was only
ready to make peace on conditions that he thought would
secure England against Napoleon's designs, and that there
was no struggle in which his whole heart would have been
more consistently engaged than the great struggle of the
Peninsular War.
Fox's place in English history does not depend on the
changes and chances of office and popularity. There has
been no career less adapted to those summary verdicts
of juries that look only at legislative achievements and
the reigns of Ministers, than the career of the great Liberal,
who was thirty-seven years in politics, and about as many
weeks in effective power. If English history owed nothing
to his championship of reform, it would still be infinitely
the richer for his fidelity to conviction, and for a courage
that was invincible and erect. His constancy to great